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LOOKING FORWARD TO 2022
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Catholic Spirit Radio
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The state of Catholic Spirit Radio is good, and its future is bright! Today Catholic
Spirit Radio broadcasts from four transmission towers in four areas of Central Illinois:
Bloomington-Normal, Ellsworth, Pontiac, and Lincoln. On December 29, we powered
up a new transmitter in DeKalb-Sycamore. This translator (W206CE, 89.1 FM) will
allow us to reach some 100,000 potential listeners in this heavily Catholic region of
Northern Illinois.
Ours is a financially stable network. We have growing numbers of generous
supporters. We set a record in campaign-based fundraising, generating nearly
$72,000 in the 2021 calendar year.
In the autumn, we received permission from the Federal Communications
Commission to increase the effective radiating power of WPJC in Pontiac from 1,500
watts to 20,000 watts. This requires us to install a directional antenna. We have
placed orders for both a new antenna and a higher-power transmitter. We hope to
have these items installed and operational by this coming summer.
Several months back, we applied for broadcast licenses in nine Illinois locations that
will allow us to broadcast our signal throughout Illinois if approved and the stations
can be built. The application process is free of charge for non-profits. We did, in fact,
receive construction permits for Clinton, Arrowsmith, and Harvard (east of Rockford
and in the Rockford Diocese). We now have three years to get these radio stations
up and running. Despite financial limitations, we hope to see our EWTN-based
programming eventually transmitted to Danville, Charleston, Macomb, Kewanee,
Monmouth, and Wilmington, Illinois.
The purpose of all this expansion is to share the Good News of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ more widely – that He came into the world and saved us from our sins
and made life everlasting possible by his cross, death, and resurrection. As Christians,
we are obliged to share the Gospel. By supporting this radio network with your
prayers and contributions, you acknowledge the salvific work of Christ and witness
the Gospel, thereby satisfying our shared obligation to preach in the name of Jesus.
Thanks for your support and being part of our ministry. Read on to learn more about
many other facets of Catholic Spirit Radio’s day-to-day operations.
Jon Hall
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